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NEWSLETTER:

THE CONNECTOR

NEW MEMBERS:

CERA  So lut ions  

1 N. State Street, Suite 1500

Chicago, IL 60602

W ebsit e :     w w w .ce ra.so lut ions     

Prac t ice s:     Construction

Management/Transportation

KDM Eng inee ring,  PLLC  

35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 800

Chicago, IL 60601

W ebsit e :     Kdmeng inee ring.com

Prac t ice s:     Construction

Management/Electrical Engineering/Power

Generation & Distribution/Structural

Engineering/Utility Engineering

NEW AFFILIATE MEMBERS

HUB Int e rnat ional  

1411 Opus Place, Suite 450

Downers Grove, IL 60515

W ebsit e :    w w w .hub int e rnat ional.com      

Se rvice s:   Human Resources-Employee

Benefits/Insurance

Ozinga

1900 Old LaGrange Road

2019 Engineering Excellence

Lincoln's Grand Conceptor:

http://www.cera.solutions/
https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/kdmengineering.com
http://www.hubinternational.com/


Mokena, IL 60448

W ebsit e :    w w w .ozinga.com  

Se rvice s:    Construction Supplies & Services

PSMJ Re source s 

10 Midland Ave

Newton, MA 02458

W ebsit e :     w w w .psmj.com  

Se rvice s:    Consultants-Business

Management, Finance, Strategic

Planning/Publications & Reference

2019 EEA PHOTOS : Red Carpet  & Candid 
Phot os

TFIC LOBBY DAY
Date: April 3rd

April 3rd is the TFIC Lobby Day here in Springfield at
the State Capitol. Given the critical state of our
infrastructure, we need to make a bold statement by
showing up in large numbers! If you haven't yet
registered, but are planning to attend, please use this
form to register. HERE

UPCOMING EVENTS  (calendar of events here)

REGISTER

Monday , March 25, 2019
9:00-11:00am
Regional Breakfast: O'Hare 21 Updates

Location:  Union League Club of Chicago
65 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, IL 60604

Please join the ACEC Illinois Regional Breakfast on
Monday, March 25, 2019 at the Union League Club of
Chicago. The O'Hare Modernization Project; an in-depth
presentation by CDA Commissioner, Jamie Rhee.

Tuesday , March 26, 2019
Noon-1:00pm
W ebinar - Manage Training for Tapas: Electronic
Communicat ions & Liability

http://www.ozinga.com/
http://www.psmj.com/
https://photosbyariel.shootproof.com/gallery/8873730/
https://files.constantcontact.com/464f776d401/e88ca608-a863-4547-a799-b12adf004b27.pdf
http://acecil.org/events/
https://cvent.me/8NN55


Cyber & Technology exposures for Engineers (Examples of
engineer related cases. What does Cyber Liability afford protection
for the firm? How does Social Engineering Fraud and Ransomware
fit into the mix?)

Presented by: Nick Maletta - Account Executive, PC, Holmes
Murphy & Associates

REGISTER

REGISTER

W ednesday , April 3, 2019 
7:45am-4:30pm
ILTollway  Design & Construct ion Pract ices W orkshop   

Location:  Tinley Park Convention Center
18541 Convention Center Dr., Tinley Park, IL 60477

The Illinois Tollway Design and Construction Practices Workshop

encourages interaction and feedback between participants and Illinois

Tollway staff. Attendees will review 2019 updates to the standards and

manuals as well as review best practices and should come prepared to

bring ideas on how the Tollway can improve and innovate.

Attendees should include design and construction engineers that interact

with Illinois Tollway projects.

May 14-15, 2019
Location: Palmer House a Hilton Hotel - Chicago, IL

PSMJ Resources, Inc.
A /E/C BRANCH OFFICE OPTIMIZATION 
senior executive roundtable

Here's the hard truth…branch office underperformance is costing your firm real money in lost profits
every single month.
PSMJ’s A/E/C Branch Office Optimization Senior Executive Roundtable is your chance to learn from the
mistakes of others, get answers to your toughest questions, and put sub optimal branch office
performance behind you! This is about way more than just closing branch offices. You learn the right
ways to open and operate a branch office so that the thorny issue of closing the office never happens!

MORE INFO: HERE

https://attendee.gototraining.com/r/6793495717395936769
http://www.cvent.com/d/l6qwpc
https://go.psmj.com/branch-office-optimization-home


BY: Ted Garnett, President
People Statements LLC & PS Culture Matters

ARE YOU WINNING?

We have all heard a manager or CEO say, “Our

employees are our greatest asset!”  

Okay, I understand the spirit of what they are

saying. People are the lifeblood of every

company. People make things happen. 

So, let’s examine this concept further.

Most companies have a financial audit by an

independent, third-party, objective CPA firm every

year, just to be sure all the cash and fiscal assets

are accounted for properly and to learn some best

practices.

So, when was the last time your company got an

independent, outside, third-party, objective audit

of your team – your GREATEST ASSET? 

CONTINUE READING HERE

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

JOHN NELSON,
Hanson Professional

Services, Inc.

How  long have  you been in  t he  Eng inee ring indust ry?           

I’ve been gainfully employed in the Engineering industry for 34 years. I started working for a small engineering firm

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/you-winning-ted-garnett


in Springfield, Illinois shortly after graduation from the University of Illinois in 1984. I moved to the Chicago area in

1990 and worked for a firm in the Loop for almost 10 years

W hen and how  d id  you f irst  ge t  invo lved w it h ACEC-IL?            

Jim Messmore encouraged me to get involved in ACEC-IL shortly after I joined Hanson in 1999. Jim was on the

Board at the time (later served as President), and he suggested that I join the Government Affairs Workshop

Committee for which I served a 3 year term starting in 2000. 

W hat ’ s your favorit e  ACEC-IL ac t ivit y?            

My favorite ACEC-IL activity is the Annual Meeting and Legislative Summit held in Washington DC each year. I have

attended each of the last 5 years. I have enjoyed the program and the speakers but I think the most rewarding

aspect of the trip is meeting with our Congressional delegation and discussing issues of importance to our

organization and industry. We are blessed in Illinois to have Congressional delegation that works well together

regardless of party affiliation.  They all are committed to doing what is best for Illinois. I think everyone involved in

ACEC should take in the experience at least once. The fall conferences are also a lot of fun. Our trips to Hawaii

and Colorado Springs were my favorites.

W hat  posit ion(s)  have  you he ld  w it h in  t he  ACEC-IL o rgan izat ion?                 

In addition to the Government Affairs Workshop, I served a couple of years on the IDOT District 1 Committee, 8

years on the Illinois Tollway Committee with 3 years as chairman, and the last 2 years I served on the D/W/MBE

Committee. I joined the Board as a Director in 2012, served 3 years as Vice President, a year as

Secretary/Treasurer, and a year as President-Elect.

W hat ’ s t he  numbe r one  reason f irms should  be come  an ACEC-IL membe r?             

To advocate for our industry and take an active leadership role in our organization. ACEC provides a wonderful

opportunity to get involved and support those who represent us in government.

W hat  do  you enjoy do ing in  your spare  t ime?       

Jane and I have raised 4 children (let’s be honest, Jane did most of the raising), and 3 of 4 are now off the

payroll…our youngest is in college. I have enjoyed coaching basketball, baseball, and softball; and attending many

chorus concerts, musical performances, and soccer games. We are extremely proud parents. As all of our children

are now grown, we are getting an opportunity to re-live some of those same experiences again with our 3 grand-

daughters. Some of my favorite experiences have been in Boy Scouts including high adventure treks with my son

backpacking through Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico and canoeing through the Boundary Waters of

Northern Minnesota. I also enjoy my weekly golf game with our oldest. 

T e ll us one  fun fac t  about  yourse lf:      

I am Assistant Scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 597 in Naperville and a counselor for several merit badges including

First Aid and Wilderness Survival merit badges. Our youngest son’s Boy Scout career culminated with earning his

Eagle Scout Award in the summer of 2015…38 years after his proud Dad achieved his Eagle. 

WEBINAR SUGGESTIONS:
ACEC-IL is proud to announce we have
expanded our educational outreach to include
Webinars.

This affords our membership greater
flexibility in participation of sessions which
aim at enhancing business productivity. If
there is a topic that you would like to see
presented, please contact us at

SUBMIT A N ARTICLE:
Please submit news articles by the 15th of
each month to: bethany@acecil.org
5221 South Sixth Street Road, Suite 120 ·
Springfield, Illinois 62703-5742
Phone: 217-529-7430
Fax: 217-529-2742
Website: www.acecil.org

mailto:bethany@acecil.org
http://www.acecil.org/


bethany@acecil.org

ACEC ILLINOIS  ​  ​  ​

https://www.facebook.com/ACECILLINOIS/
https://twitter.com/ACECIllinois?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/acec-il

