
R&D Fix Passes House, Awaits Senate ActionR&D Fix Passes House, Awaits Senate Action

On the last day of JanuaryOn the last day of January , the House of Representatives passed H.R. 7024, the Tax Relief for
American Families and Workers Act of 2024, legislation that will provide engineering
companies with relief from crippling tax increases and restore incentives to promote cutting-
edge R&D.

Why it matters:Why it matters: The R&D amortization issue has been a priority for ACEC’s advocacy efforts
due to its significant negative impact on America’s engineering industry.

https://www.holmesmurphy.com/
https://youtu.be/4bUK0T1Gmrg
https://www.aceclifehealthtrust.com/get-a-quote
http://www.acecrt.com/
https://vimeo.com/672523363


With passage of H.R. 7024, the House voted to pause the five-year amortization mandate
until 2026.

This restores the tax code’s traditional approach to incentivize R&D by allowing engineering
firms and other innovators to fully deduct R&D investments the year they are incurred.
The bottom line: The House voted overwhelmingly to pass H.R. 7024 by a vote of 357 to
70. This sends a strong signal to the Senate to follow the House and approve its version of the
bill.

What’s next: What’s next: H.R. 7024 now moves to the Senate. ACEC continues to urge its members to
reach out to their Senators to support a yes vote to send the bill to the President’s desk.

Nearly the Entire Illinois Delegation Supports R&D FixNearly the Entire Illinois Delegation Supports R&D Fix

A Big Thank You A Big Thank You to the 15 members of the Illinois
Congressional Delegation who supported Illinois’ innovators
by fixing the Research and Development Tax Credit
amortization issue.

From Capitol Hill visits to local roundtables, ACEC Illinois met
with every member of the delegation to outline the need for
a fix.

Illinois Congressional Delegation supporting ACEC Illinois include:Illinois Congressional Delegation supporting ACEC Illinois include:

Congressman Mike Bost
Congresswoman Nikki Budzinski
Congressman Sean Casten
Congressman Danny Davis
Congressman Bill Foster
Congressman Chuy Garcia
Congresswoman Robin Kelly
Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi
Congressman Darin LaHood
Congresswoman Mary Miller
Congressman Mike Quigley
Congresswoman Delia Ramirez
Congressman Brad Schneider
Congressman Eric Sorensen
Congresswoman Lauren Underwood

Voting NO-Against ACEC Illinois:Voting NO-Against ACEC Illinois:
Congressman Jonathan Jackson
Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky

Join Us for Illinois State Capitol Lobby DayJoin Us for Illinois State Capitol Lobby Day

Join ACEC Illinois and the Transportation for Illinois
Coalition for our annual Lobby Day on March 5th,
2024, in Springfield, Illinois. The lobby day will begin
with various speakers before we break for meetings
with your local legislators and end with a reception at
the Merchant House!

Our tentative agenda is included below, with
Secretary Osman confirmed to be our first speaker.

 If you’d like to attend the lobby day, you can fill out our registration form hereregistration form here. Registrants

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdN5JSbO0r5xrZSFT09K5lKmkZz22GhPk9SRyWUHsBf7kPiPA/viewform?usp=sf_link


who fill out the form two weeks prior to the lobby day will have assistance in scheduling
meetings with their local legislators by TFIC staff. Registrants who cannot meet the deadline
can absolutely make their own meetings, or alternatively, TFIC will try to have a Capitol tour
option available for those who would enjoy that.

Wrapping up our lobby day will be a reception held at the Merchant House in Springfield
Illinois, beginning at 5pm on March 5th.

 We hope you’ll be able to join us for the Lobby Day and look forward to hearing from you!
 
Lobby Day AgendaLobby Day Agenda

10am-10:30am Meet at the Capitol Development Board Room on the third floor of the
Stratton building

10:30am to 1pm: Invited Speakers include IDOT Secretary Osman, Deputy Governor Bria
Scudder, Senate and House Transportation Committee Leaders and Infrastructure Legislative
Champions, House and Senate Transportation Staffers and more.

1:30pm to 5pm: Break for individual legislative meetings.

5pm to 7pm:   Reception at the Merchant House

Upon registration, more details will be provided closer to the date.

Register TodayRegister Today

In the News
Early testing suggests highway guardrails not built for heavy EVs  (The Hill)

House T&I Presses White House to Safeguard Supply Chain (Transport Topics)

What happens if the gas tax dries up? Mass. task force to look at new funding
measures (WBUR Radio)

Register Today for Tollway MIQ MeetingRegister Today for Tollway MIQ Meeting
Move Illinois Quarterly MeetingMove Illinois Quarterly Meeting
February 15th, 2024 1:30 p.m.
Westin Chicago Lombard
Register herehere

This Move Illinois Quarterly meeting will focus on fostering discussion and capturing insight
from industry around the four principles guiding the Illinois Tollway’s Strategic and Capital
Planning outlined by Governor JB Pritzker: Innovation; Sustainability; Equitable Economic
Development; and Diversity and Inclusion. Participants will be asked to provide their
thoughts, input and feedback to help inform the Tollway in its efforts to develop its next
capital plan.

Thanks,
Kevin Artl
President and CEO
American Council of Engineering Companies of Illinois

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdN5JSbO0r5xrZSFT09K5lKmkZz22GhPk9SRyWUHsBf7kPiPA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://tficillinois.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5982dbf3d5cd25d4f23a56c06&id=c152f25374&e=5208710b55
https://tficillinois.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5982dbf3d5cd25d4f23a56c06&id=d63f108fa9&e=5208710b55
https://tficillinois.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5982dbf3d5cd25d4f23a56c06&id=9db83b7b3e&e=5208710b55
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=hndexvabb&oeidk=a07ek7yikn9a7d509cc


VOTE HEREVOTE HERE

"Engineering Works" Podcast"Engineering Works" Podcast

ACEC-IL's podcast "Engineering Works"
interviews Steve Donahue, National

director of ACEC Illinois and president of
Horner Shifrin. Steve talks about ACEC

National's efforts to advocate for a fix to the
Research and Development Tax Credit,

why it's a crucial issue for the industry, and
a recent update that is a huge step in the

right direction.

LISTEN HERELISTEN HERE

https://www.acecileea.com/
https://shows.acast.com/engineering-works


APPLICATION HEREAPPLICATION HERE

Michael Zorn
Vice President

Project Manager
H.W. Lochner

How long have you been a part of ACEC IL?How long have you been a part of ACEC IL?
Since at least 2009

What position(s) have you held within the ACEC-IL organization?What position(s) have you held within the ACEC-IL organization?
IDOT Region 1/District 1 Committee Chair, Subcommittee Chair for Outreach

https://files.constantcontact.com/464f776d401/61b97ce1-0451-4f4d-ba90-303554edebc8.doc


to High School Students, Member of Liaison committees including Cook and
Kane Counties.

Tell us a little bit about the committee you chair.Tell us a little bit about the committee you chair.
The goals of the Region 1 Liaison Committee are to support collaboration,
communication, and innovation between IDOT District 1/Region 1 and the
consulting community. We meet quarterly and now have six sub-committees:
Phase I, Design, Construction, Digital Delivery, Drainage and Traffic
Signal/Innovation.

What’s the number one reason people should join your committee?What’s the number one reason people should join your committee?
The IDOT District 1 team and sub-committee members continuously
collaborate closely to develop and provide seminars and webinars that inform
and advise the industry on changes, innovations and expectations of doing
work with IDOT. These collaborations are great opportunities to meet the
IDOT team and show the value you can provide.

What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?
I love reading and currently am consuming Jon Meacham's biography of
Lincoln and I'll be cheering on my three daughters at their high school and
junior high show choir competitions this winter/spring.

Tell us one fun fact about yourself.Tell us one fun fact about yourself.
I played basketball one on one against Michael Jordan. As a high school player
I attended his basketball camp in the summer of 1988 at Elmhurst
College. After camp one day he asked all the gathered campers if they wanted
to play him one on one. We all lined up around the gym to get our turn and
played him - he got the ball first and we played to one. I was around the 60th
camper to get a turn and he had just hit 20 or so jumpers in a row from the
top of the key. He checked the ball to me, I threw it back and got in my
defensive stance at the free throw line, he looked me in the eye, raised up
from the top of the key, made the shot and my turn was done. So like all the
campers, I only lost 1-0.

How long have you been in the engineering industry?How long have you been in the engineering industry?
Mead & Hunt has been in the engineering industry since 1900, and we’ll be
celebrating our 125th anniversary next year. We’re one of the oldest
employee-owned firms in the industry.

 
What projects are you currently working on?What projects are you currently working on?

IDOT Department of Aeronautics Staff Augmentation
Five Year On-Call Contract with the Chicago Department of Aviation



Working as an extension of staff for the IDOT Bureau of Airport Engineering
Chicago Department of Aviation providing pre-construction planning services
Sterling Riverfront Park design
Sterling Central Memorial Park design

What project are you most proud of? What project are you most proud of? 
We have a close partnership with the Bureau of Airport Engineering and are
proud of the work we do to help move airport capital improvement projects
across the State of Illinois.

What has been the biggest benefit of you joining ACEC-IL?What has been the biggest benefit of you joining ACEC-IL?
ACEC-IL offer the ability to be industry advocates, and they provide us
information so we can make the best decisions for our firm.

Why do you feel firms should join ACEC-IL?Why do you feel firms should join ACEC-IL?
ACEC-IL is strong advocate for all member firms. They make sure that firms
are aware of issues that impact the industry as a whole. ACEC-IL also offers
member firms access to professional development opportunities and tools that
employees can take advantage of.

WEBINAR HEREWEBINAR HERE

https://web.cvent.com/event/82b3c504-964e-45a7-9773-44b43195a7fc/regProcessStep1


REGISTER HEREREGISTER HERE

REGISTER HEREREGISTER HERE

https://cvent.me/92lgvG
https://cvent.me/WW47OL?locale=en


REGISTER HEREREGISTER HERE

https://cvent.me/q81Pel?locale=en


LAUNCHING SOON!



REGISTER HEREREGISTER HERE

https://www.acecil.org/events/1311/PSMJ-AEC-Principals-Bootcamp/event-details/
















emily@acecil.org

UPCOMING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
 

Click Here: Committee Meeting Schedule (acecil.org)

Please contact Emily Martinez, Director of Membership,
for committee meeting details: emily@acecil.org

mailto:emily@acecil.org
https://www.acecil.org/Committees/committee-meeting-schedule/
mailto:emily@acecil.org


The Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways is excited to hold the
second annual Professional Services Open House and Networking Event on March
5, 2024. All respective Planning and Engineering firms interested in doing business
with the Department are welcome to meet team members from Transportation and
Highways team, discuss our 2024-2028 capital program, and discuss upcoming
opportunities to be released by the Department.  The event will be held with two
unique sessions, one between 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM and the second between 1:30
PM to 3:30 PM. The event will be held at 69 W. Washington Street, Suite
2200, , Chicago, Illinois 60602. You can RSVP at this linklink by 2/26/242/26/24. Space is limited
to 125 per session, with a limit of two representatives per firm. The Office of the
Chief of Procurement Office, Office of the Chief of Compliance, and Bureau of Asset
Management – Capital Planning and Policy will also have staff present at the open
house.

Brian Fairwood Named
Executive Vice President of
Operations of TranSystems

Schaumburg, Ill. – Jan. 20, 2024 Schaumburg, Ill. – Jan. 20, 2024 – Brian Fairwood has been named Executive Vice
President of Operations of TranSystems Corp., a consulting firm that provides
engineering and architecture solutions to the transportation marketplace. Fairwood
most recently served as Central Region Senior Vice President overseeing both sales
and operations for the Central Region of the company, which is made up of eight
offices in five states and is the company’s largest region.
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/CCDoTHNetworkingEvent


“I am extremely honored to step into this position with TranSystems to oversee the
successful performance of our operations through continued growth of the
company,” Fairwood said. “I understand that our success is a direct result of our
people, and I am committed to serving them in this role.”
 
As EVP of Operations, Fairwood will oversee productivity of business operations
across the firm and its five regions.
 
Fairwood has more than 30 years of experience with planning reports, contract plan
preparation, and coordination for municipal projects. He’s held multiple roles within
the company leading sales and operations for TranSystems’ Chicago offices and
serving as a Principal-in-Charge on numerous projects.
 
About TranSystems
TranSystems plans, designs, and oversees construction to enhance the
transportation networks and infrastructure that makes communities more livable
today and in the future. Its professionals in more than 65 offices throughout the
U.S. bring strong local connections, new thinking, and fresh approaches to solve
community challenges across the country. Learn more at www.transystems.comwww.transystems.com.

ACEC Business Insurance Trust Webinars

Artificial Intelligence in Design &
Construction

Webinar HereWebinar Here

Progressive Design Build


Webinar HereWebinar Here

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=GNos1fjqCiAI9hS3CgEjSOWC4ghmCpaJeSkAHs6DXOKMCl89-2BOgW40s-2BkQ7z2YhjlNBf_xZzzR7eUdv-2BX6QkrpVLiiM2J5mv-2BLfFGhRL1xla1q5ZgLQ0v-2B5emwsvX7sJOayPinlgTJ4xeOHsbEvhb1toD0ABCShM1ulH95zh7I9uhnfXpc8oVSKORdMlrSoG-2FBxKp9ZcMnc5Ohov4qcN6QGqnp62trUG7-2Flna8jKMiOv6ATpJlpDVpb0vzPsRYUQDxKhtNCraz9mfK7iKwQ877JgIxLnVR5baabJcNGH11R7LFdVFk44GXuSnEajXSMOtvLh5fKKuoPqrP6GNtiFkMfIVJrvxXKMH16Fw-2Fya2vxK0EcSTd8sm3nwLB5-2FMHWUI6XRqdo8IlTAXoySv4x6T2TwGuYnO6uegk5iesQxTZr6CT1qypWyczCO8lmVq0pb26GFF
https://epicbrokers.zoom.us/rec/share/oee74X0GcNym7avNOFA3VkpkBwrZck7KqMtEXhLuF0Bko31S89gp_CiAuMC4zExI.QgpAPmZtHy_sPTOF?startTime=1694635193000
https://epicbrokers.zoom.us/rec/share/PgxcIxlqUOAxCai2zvDzPcUv368jX_xEMaCJvbwk6d1SlwaYSPFnq2kZig05ALQx.ccmjf9sxhx941K0P?startTime=1694714388000


Introducing 2024-2026
Vice-Chair James Hoffman

LISTEN HERELISTEN HERE

ACEC-IL's podcast "Engineering Works"

interviews ACEC-IL board members and 2023-

2024 PAC Champions Stacie Dovalovsky and

Tom Hein. Tom and Stacie discuss the

influence of the PAC, the issues the PAC

supports nationally and locally, and the

https://www.podbean.com/ep/pb-ertiy-1569360


importance of consistent advocacy.

LISTEN HERELISTEN HERE

Full MagazineFull Magazine
HereHere

 

https://www.podbean.com/ep/pb-pt4g5-14912b3
https://read.nxtbook.com/acec/engineering_inc/issue_three_2023/index.html


Student &
Teacher

Resources

 

HEREHERE

https://www.acecil.org/acec-students/
https://www.acecil.org/Resources/photo-galleries/


SUBMIT UPDATES & ARTICLES:SUBMIT UPDATES & ARTICLES:
Please submit firm update & news articles by the 15th of

each month to: bethany@acecil.orgbethany@acecil.org
Articles and updates will be included in the membership

newsletter, posted on our website, and shared through our
social media feeds.

Website: www.acecil.orgwww.acecil.org

ACEC-Illinois | 5221 S 6th Street Road, Suite 120, Springfield, IL 62703

Unsubscribe info@acecil.org
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	Introducing 2024-2026 Vice-Chair James Hoffman
	ACEC-IL's podcast "Engineering Works" interviews ACEC-IL board members and 2023-2024 PAC Champions Stacie Dovalovsky and Tom Hein. Tom and Stacie discuss the influence of the PAC, the issues the PAC supports nationally and locally, and the importance of consistent advocacy.


